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Dear Governor Sullivan: ﬁ % e

Thank you for your letter of December 20, 1993, concerning operation of Jackson SHCSPO

Lake,Dam and opportunities to benefit the downstream fisheries. | assure you that
I 'am firmly committed to the principles and values presented in my Blueprint for
Reform, and believe that implementation of these principles will result in innovative
water resource management that is beneficial to the wide range of public values.

In the past we have operated Jackson Lake Dam to provide a stable reservoir eleva-
tion during the winter while maintaining a minimum instream flow. This operation was
established in order to enhance the lake fishery. We are aware of the recent public
interest in increasing the flows below Jackson Dam. Because of this interest and
the fishery benefits that would be realized, Reclamation has committed to providing

a minimum release from Jackson Lake Dam of 280 cubic feet per second or the
computed lake inflow, depending upon the October 1 reservoir elevation.

Your initiative to obtain storage for augmentation of natural flows exhibits the State’s
commitment to enhance winter instream flows for the river. | encourage you to utilize
that storage to benefit the downstream fishery as your staff deems appropriate.

Previous correspondence on this subject has pointed out the spectrum of manage-

ment issues that exist, and the diverse nature of public interest. Associated with the
public interest are varying levels of understanding and interpretation of the technical
and natural constraints. | appreciate the efforts of your office toward educating the

public and working toward a consensus of public value.

I believe that continued cooperative initiatives developed by members of my staff,
representatives of the State Engineer’s Office, the Game and Fish Department, and
local interest groups will result in the eventual understanding and resolution of this
issue.

Thank you for your interest in the management of Jackson Lake Dam.

Sincerely,

“ /s/ Danig| Beard
Daniel P. Beard
Commissioner

cc:  Gordon W. Fassett
Francis Petera
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